=4 /
4
s
757 4
# )
0
07 o
: {2
£ Lot

TNovemlser, 2029

& Dear members and friends,

Fr‘Om There is much going on in the life of our church for the next couple of
/e~ months. By the time you read this, we will have received two new
Pastor‘ members into the covenant community of this congregation. That is

always a joy to be celebrated!

We are in the middle of our Stewardship campaign, which is always an important
moment in the life of any congregation. Our stewardship committee has been hard at
work. This campaign will culminate with a casserole luncheon on Sunday, November
23 after worship. | hope that you all will be able to attend this wonderful time of
fellowship.

The season of Advent, which is a time of preparation and reflection to prepare for
the birth of Jesus, begins this year on the last Sunday in November. It continues on
December 7, when we will have the dedication of our Grammies Jammies and Adopt a
Family gifts during worship; December 14, which will be a service of Lessons and
Carols, led by our wonderful Director of Music, Sue Stottlemyer, along with the choir
and the bell choir; and December 21, our last Sunday before Christmas.

There will be more information coming about Advent, but please also mark your
calendars for Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00pm when we will have a Blue
Christmas service. This service is especially designed for those who are grieving, or
suffering from depression (seasonal or otherwise), but is really for anyone who wants a
break from the glitz of the Christmas season in our society. | hope you will all consider
attending this special worship service.

| will be taking the last of my yearly vacation from November 7 through
November 20. The Rev. Chris Horvath will be filling the pulpit while | am away. Should
you have an emergency or an urgent need that arises during this time please contact a
member of the Board of Deacons: James Kerrigan (chair), Jean Young, Sally Turner,
Doris Pulaski, Lew Clark, Sadie Beatrice, and Chuck Barnum.

| wish you a wonderful Thanksgiving with rest, relaxation, joy, and good food. |
pray for you always, and ask that you keep me in your prayers as well.

In Christ’s Love,

Christine Caton



Matthew 6:21 (ESV): For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Trustees |

¢
) Dear Church Family:

) As we approach a new fiscal year beginning January 1, 2026, the Board
( W > of Trustees will begin the budgeting process on November 2, 2025.
, ] ) If applicable boards, committees and officers have not already done
so, please submit your 2026 budget requests to the Board of Trustees by
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November 2, 2025.

Regarding the budget, it seems appropriate to relay some reminders relative to funds of the
church.

Our current Bylaws (last revised on February 18, 2024), outline and specify the duties and
authorities of the Trustees and the Treasurer regarding use of funds.

Section 5.04c states: “The Trustees shall have the authority to allocate funds from special
purpose accounts for the purpose for which the accounts were established.” For purposes of this
discussion, the reference to “special purpose accounts” means what are often referred to as
“restricted accounts.”

Current restricted accounts include the Preservation and Building Repair Fund, the Organ Repair
Fund, Silver Lake Fund, HLB Seminary Scholarship Fund, Scholarship Fund and Memorial Fund.
Requests for use of money contained in these funds must go through the Trustees. The Trustees do not
have any authority over the Deacons’ Fund or the Women’s Fellowship Fund - those funds are
maintained and distributed by those respective organizations. The Community Meals account, which is
also arestricted fund, is a pass-through account and as such does not require the approval of the
Trustees for reimbursements.

Section 4.05b states: “...the Treasurer shall have charge of the funds of the church, receiving all
monies, pay all bills as authorized in the budget or approved by the Board of Trustees...” In other words,
the “regular” bills (heat, utilities, payroll, etc.) are paid by the Treasurer in the ordinary course of
business, as well as items authorized by the Trustees. On a monthly basis at its meeting, the Treasurer
presents and reports statements of all accounts under his authority.

Additionally, there are line items in our budget for boards, committees and officers, those being
Christian Education (currently, the Youth Group falls within this category), Deacons, Music, Missions,
Stewarip, Delegates, Moderator, and Historian. These line items are for the operation of those boards,
committees, and officers — as expenses are incurred, respective members submit requests to the
Treasurer for their budgeted funds or for reimbursement. Itis these boards and committees for which
the Trustees need their budget requests in order to establish the budget. These are separate from
requests for use of funds from the restricted accounts which, again, need to be submitted to the
Trustees.

A reminder that the church office will be closed on Monday, November 10 (Veteran’s Day) and
Thursday, November 27 (Thanksgiving).

The Trustees’ next scheduled meeting is on Sunday, November 2, 2025.

Submitted in love,
Cathy Johnson
Chair, Board of Trustees



It Is Thanksgiving Time

The first Thanksgiving celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621 is often associated with the Congregational
Church due to the Pilgrims desire for religious freedom and their establishment of a community based
upon their beliefs. They sought to separate from the Church of England and they formed a congregation
which reflected in their practices and the historical context of their celebration. While the event,
Thanksgiving, itself is primarily linked to the Pilgrims and their religious identity, it also represents a broader
movement for religious freedom and community within the Congregational Church. So then, the Pilgrims
could be considered to be the forbearers of the UCC.

The connection between the Congregational Church and Thanksgiving is rooted in the Church’s
commitment to reflecting on GOD’s blessings and expressing gratitude. Thanksgiving is a time for
reflection, gratitude, and togetherness, and it is a time to strengthen our bonds with the community and
spread the message of love and gratitude. The church needs to engage in various activities to help those
in need and also strengthen community ties and spread the message of love and gratitude.

However, even more importantly, everyone should consider their tie to, and be Forever Thankful for the
Love and Acceptance that GOD provides to us every day of our lives and for the Love, Guidance, and
Sacrifice provided to us by our Lord, Jesus Christ. AMEN!!!

And a Happy Thanksgiving to All,

Lew Clark, Deacon

Credit to articles by First Congregational Church of Melrose, MA and William Boekestine’s “The First Thanksgiving”.

Rev. Caton will be on vacation from November 7 through November 20. If you should have

an emergency, or have an urgent need during this time, please contact a member of the

Board of Deacons: James Kerrigan (chair), Jean Young, Sadie Beatrice, Sally Turner, Doris Whlle
Pulaski, Lew Clark, and Chuck Barnum Pastor’s

Away



e e

e

Music Committee

October 24 - what a great Friday evening of food and fun! The ham dinner was planned and hosted by
Don and Sadie Beatrice and Jean Young to raise money for the organ repair fund. Phyllis Meyer and her
sister-in-law Jan did the lovely table decorations and Joan Jordan did her Magic with the salad. Sue
Stottlemyer and Janice Kimball greeted everyone at the entrance table and Sally Turner and James
Kerrigan joined in serving the excellent dinner. Chuck & Florence Barnum joined in helping the crew with
clean-up. Diners extended the evening by lingering to visit with friends and neighbors. Many thanks to all
who made the evening such a successful and enjoyable time in raising more than $1,600 for future organ
maintenance. Please let these people know that their work is appreciated and also thanks to allwho
supported this effort.

Sue and Rev Caton are planning a special musical program of Lessons and Carols for December 14.

We all will want to attend and enjoy this beautiful service during the Advent season.

14 December 2025

“/fkf at the 10 am worship service 0,0’70,-,

Groton Congregational Church, UCC
162 Monument St, Groton, CT

860.445.7409 grotonucc.org O
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: ;tewa Pd S h I p This fall, you have listened to our five Stewardship

campaign messages in church. If you have not already
" ‘.’ received and read your annual letter from the
‘1 Stewardship Committee, you should receive it very
‘\0’ soon.

I hope you will consider carefully how much you can
pledge to keep our church running, our sanctuary heated, the pastor and all the other church employees
paid, and the church's programs that reach out to God's wider world stillin place. None of these things
happen without you.

The church has done so much for each of us that this is a good time to remember its help, and to return to
itwhat we can in gratitude.

Sometimes our stewardship of our church is in the form of volunteering to help. Sometimes itisin the
form of pledged contributions. All contributions of whatever form and amount are gratefully accepted.
As this year's campaign reminds us, "No Gift Is Too Small, No Dream Too Big."

Please bring your pledge card to church on Stewardship Sunday, November 23, place itin the collection
plate, and join us in Dutton Fellowship Hall for the traditional Stewardship Meal. This year we are
celebrating that Protestant religious symbol, The Casserole, with a potluck dinner. There is a sign up
sheet in the midway where you can sign up to bring a casserole, salad, or dessert or anything else
appropriate. Any contributions will be thankfully received. Please contact Doris Pulaski, Sue Stottlemyer,
Emily Miller, or Janice Kimball (the Stewardship Committee) if you have any questions or if you did not
receive your Stewardship letter by September 12.

If you cannot attend on November 23, you can always mail your pledge card to the church.




unity On November 29, we will also not be serving, due to family obligations by our staff
o o« Meo during Thanksgiving week. However, we will be compiling a list of the locations of
& % free meals available locally during Thanksgiving week and distributing it to our

guests at our Saturday, November 22 meal.
@ During this month as we all celebrate Thanksgiving with our loved ones, we should
take time to remember those who have lost their jobs due to the government

shutdown and those whose need has been made even more dire by the suspension
of SNAP benefits and the failure to continue federal support of food pantries.

When the Pilgrims were celebrating and thanking God for their harvest that first Thanksgiving, | am sure
they were mindful of their first winter in this country when they were starving. In memory of their hard
times and the hard times in our own lives, this month | hope we will all consider donating to food
pantries, meal programs, and the Deacons' fund to support those who are going hungry.

And in memory of the Pilgrim Fathers and Mothers, here is this month's Community Meals recipe, a
version of which is supposed to have arrived on the Mayflower, gingerbread.

May you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Gingerbread Cake

Ingredients:

Y2 cup butter, softened (1 stick) 1 Y2 teaspoons baking soda
Y2 cup white sugar 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 large egg 1 teaspoon ground ginger

1 tsp. vanilla extract 2 teaspoon ground cloves

1 cup Grandma's unsulphured molasses Y2 teaspoon salt

2 Y% cups all-purpose flour 1 cup very hot water
Directions:

Set the oven temperature to 350 F. Prepare a 9"x 9" pan by lightly buttering it and flouring it. Tap off the
excess flour.

Cream the butter in a large bowl until creamy (You may use an electric beater or stand mixer.)

Add the white sugar, a bit at a time, and beat until light and fluffy, about 3 minutes. Mix in egg and vanilla,
and then mix in molasses until smooth.

In another bowl, mix the sifted flour, ginger, cinnamon, cloves, salt, and v
baking soda. Add these mixed dry ingredients to the butter, egg, vanilla, _
and molasses mixture, a bit at a time, beating after each addition until < '

fully incorporated.

Add the very hot water and mix until smooth.

Pour the batter into the prepared pan and bake.

First check for doneness with a toothpick at about 30 minutes. (Toothpick should come out clean) If
gingerbread is not done, keep baking it and checking for doneness. The time varies depending on how
hot the water that was used- it may take up to 45 minutes total to bake.

Let coolin pan before cutting. Serve warm with whipped cream or applesauce or lemon curd.

Note: This recipe is for cake. You need a different recipe for gingerbread cookies or for the building materials for gingerbread
houses



M I S S I ‘ N S We are now starting Grammies Jammie’s and Adopt a Family. Look

for tags in fellowship hall. Please have all items with tags returned by Sunday, November 30.

We are collecting nonperishable food items in our Red Wagon Drive to support Groton Human
Services. They are looking for canned vegetables, canned fruits, stuffing mix, instant mashed potatoes,
gravy, cranberry sauce, muffin/bread mixes, cream of mushroom soup, pancake mix, french fried onion
to fill their Thanksgiving Food Baskets. We have already dropped off 45 items. Thank you!!

Happy Thanksgiving
Your Missions committee
Beth, Penny, Don, Jill, Anne

Help to brighten Mary Alapa’s day. Take time to
drop a card or letter to her.

Mary Alapa

235 Lestertown Road Rm 116A

Groton, CT 06340

Can’t make it to church on a Sunday morning? You can watch the service
on you computer, tablet or even phone. Services on Sunday mornings are
livestreamed on Facebook at 10 am.

Miss a service? Want to hear the choir’s anthem one more time? Or maybe
0 Sh you want to hear part of the pastor’s sermon again. Past services are
I posted on YouTube.

withus
[romhome

Women’s Fellowship has been busy with the Harvest Sale on Nov 2 in
Dutton Hall. Thaier next meeting will be on November 12 at 12 noon.
Their next bake sale will be on December 14 after church.

Women' Fellowslup
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No kiddin

Whatever our age, God calls us to model holy living for others.

RDEPALGEPBLEPALEFAIGED
Directions: Match the animal young with its parent. Then write the letter
answers in order below to complete 1 Timothy 4:12, NiV.

LEPALEF ALV ALGPAIGTD

1.__ bear 9.__ monkey A fry |. hatchling
2. frog 10.____ platypus B. fawn K. foal
3. owl 11.____ alligator C.gosling L. owlet
4. horse 12.___ giraffe D. cub M. puggle
5.___kangaroo 13.____goose E. kid N. joey
6.___ deer 14.___swan F.cygnet 0. polliwog
7. goat 5. dog G. infant P. puppy
8.__ fish H. calf

“_on'tletany_ne oo down o_ you _ ecaus
1 2 3 4 6 6 7

you _ re youn__, but set an exa_ ple for the bel__evers
8 9 10

n

in speec__, in__onduct, in love, in _ aith and in _ urity.”
12 13 14 15

1 TIMOTHY 4:12, NIV

dADHTWDYVICNTO Q:omsuy

Instagram, make sure you are following our church. Then when you see

‘ ‘ Want to help promote the church? If you are on Facebook or

the posts for the church service or events happening at the church, like
PASS IT ON’ the post and more importantly repost the post. The more we interact
= with the posts, the more FB and IG will show people these posts. When
you repost them, your friends will see the posts. If you repost events then we might bring more people to

the event. Social media is a way for us to be seen in the community and lets people know we are still here
and active. Think of it as planting seeds.
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SUN “ TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
9a-2p
Harvest Sale
No
Community Meals
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10a Worship 5p Deacons 6:30p Bell Choir 12n Community
11:15a Trustees 7:30p Choir Meals
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
(-]
10a Worship Veterans Day 4 12n Women'’s 6:30p Bell Choir 12n Community
(observed) ] Fellowship 7:30p Choir Meals
Office Closed Veterans Day
(actual)
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9a Missions 6:30p Bell Choir 12n Community
10a Worship 7:30p Choir Meals
11:15a Music
Committee
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Stewardship
Sunday % No
10a Worship Community
Gargoyle Thanksgiving Meals
11:30 Potluck Deadline Office Closed
Luncheon
30
1st Sun of Advent
10a Worship




Groton Congregational Church

Bring Your Family to Our Family

Located near historic Fort Griswold, by the banks of
the Thames River, Groton Congregational Church, an
Open & Affirming church, welcomes you with open
hearts, minds, and arms. We offer a warm and
progressive environment for worshipers from all walks
of life. We embrace the belief that no matter who, no
matter what, no matter where you are on life’s journey,
you are invited and welcome here.

If you want to know the love of God and the wonderful
plans God has in store for you, come and celebrate the
love of Jesus with us through the spoken word and the
joy of music.

The Reverend Christine Caton
Sunday Worship begins at 10 am
Stay for Coffee Hour After Worship

Our Vision

To continue our three-hundred year
tradition of spiritual presence and
service to the community.

To live and grow in the spirit of Jesus
Christ.

To share our time, talents, and
resources in support of community
and other missions, through which
Jesus Christ might be made known
to others.

To welcome into the Groton
Congregational Church family all
those who share our love of Jesus
Christ and our mission of
community service.

To Continue the tradition of caring,

comfort, and support for all those
within the Groton Congregational
Church family.

162 Monument Street
Groton, CT 06340
860-445-7409
www.grotonucc.org
office@grotoncongregational.org
pastor@grotoncongregational.org

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday




